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" The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on ttie cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) file(j on 17 September 2002 . 
2a)l3 This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 0 Claim(s) 12, 14, 18-23,25 and 29-34 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 12,14,18-23,25 and 29-34 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: aO accepted or bO objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) n The proposed drawing correction filed on is: 3)0 approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1) 13 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) n Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) ^ Other: Copy of dictionary pages . 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Faxing of Responses to Office Actions 



In order to reduce pendency and avoid potential delays, TC 3700 is encouraging 
FAXING of responses to Office Actions directly into the Group at (703)872-9302 (Official) and 
(703)872-9303 (for After Finals). This practice may be used for filing papers which require a fee 
by applicants who authorize charges to a PTO deposit account. Please identify the examiner and 
art unit at the top of your cover sheet. Papers submitted via FAX into TC 3700 will be promptly 
forwarded to the examiner. 

1. Claims 14 and 25 have been amended for fiirther examination. 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 12, 14, 18-23, 25, and 29-34 are finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gasper et al. 

Gasper et al discloses in Fig. 1 and 1 A, a document (10, which could be considered a 
stamp or a sheet of stamps, as stated in Col. 5, lines 46-58) comprising a visible first indicia (12) 
identifying document (Col. 5, lines 47-50), a second indicia (16) made using ink that can be seen 
when viewed under UV or infrared light (Col. 9, lines 19-24), not visible under normal 
viewing conditions (Col. 6, lines 15-23) and incapable of being scanned for reproduction (Col. 8, 
lines 63-67). 

However, Gasper et al does not disclose a stamp comprising: a first indicia being a unique 
ID which identifies that said limited edition stamp is one out of a predetermined limited number; a 
third indicia for identifying the printer or location of where the stamp was printed, wherein the 
third indicia is not visible under normal viewing conditions, incapable of being scanned for 
reproduction, and wherein the ink can be viewed under UV or infi"ared light. 

In regards to Claims 12, 19, 23 and 30, 34, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to place any desirable indicia on the 
stamp document, since it would only depend on the intended use of the assembly and the desired 
information to be displayed. Further, it has been held that when the claimed printed matter is not 
functionally related to the substrate it will not distinguish the invention from the prior art in terms 
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of patentability. In re Gulacklll USPQ 401, (CAFC 1983). Also, in the present case, there 
appears to be no new or unobvious structural relationship between the printed matter and the 
substrate. Furthermore, the fact that the content of the printed matter placed on the substrate 
may render the device more unique by providing an individual with a "specific type of article" 
does not alter the functional relationship Mere support by the substrate (sheet) for the printed 
matter is not the kind of functional relationship necessary for patentability. The document of 
Gasper et al is capable of being a limited edition stamp depending on the indicia printed on the 
sheet. 

Li regards to Claims 19-22 and 30-33, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include as many types of indicia 
having characteristics as the "second indicia" as desired, since it has been held that mere 
duplication of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. St. 
Regis Paper Co, v. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. 



Response to Arguments 



3. Applicant's arguments filed on September 17, 2002 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 
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In regards to applicant's arguments that the prior art reference is not "directed to a stamp 
more or less to a limited edition stamp as taught and claimed by applicant" and that the prior art 
reference does not teach that the invention is not "visible under normal conditions, but is simply 
not readily observable", the examiner submits that Gasper does indeed teach a stamp in its 
broadest sense. Random House dictionary defines a "stamp" as "an official mark on a business or 
legal document...". In other words it is a document having indicia thereon or placed upon. 
Webster's Dictionary also defines "observable" as being "visible". Furthermore, the applicant 
must note that the examiner must rely on the applicant's disclosure to properly determine the 
meaning of terms ("not visible") used in the claims. An applicant is entitled to be his or her own 
lexicographer, and in many instances will provide an explicit definition for certain terms used in 
the claims. Where an expUcit definition is provided by the applicant for a term, that definition will 
control interpretation of the term as it is used in the claim. Any special meaning assigned to a 
term "must be sufficiently clear in the specification that any departure fi'om common usage would 
be so understood by a person of experience in the field of the invention. If an applicant does not 
define a term in the specification, that term will be given its "common meaning" or its broadest 
reasonable interpretation consistent with the specification. In regards to the Gasper et al 
reference, something that is "not observable" means that it can not be seen, or is "not visible". 

In conclusion Gasper et al teaches a document (stamp) which comprises first indicia being 
printed matter on a sheet and a second indicia (micro-dots) which is not capable of being scanned 
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for reproduction (the micro-dots prohibit the document and indicia from being scanned) and is not 
visible under normal viewing conditions. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Apphcant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
final action. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Mark T. Henderson whose telephone number is (703)305-0189. The examiner can 
be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:30 AM to 3:45 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner supervisor, A. L. Welhngton, can be reached on 
(703) 308-21 59. The fax number for TC 3700 is (703)-872-9302. Any inquiry of a general 
nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the TC 3700 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308-1 148. 
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BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representation of 
The original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 
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Words are included in this Dictionary on the basis of their usage- 
Words that are known to have current trademark registrations are 
shown with an initial capital and are also identified as trademarks. 
No investigation has been made of common-law trademark rights in 
any word, because such investigation is impracticable. The inclusion 
of any word in this Dictionary is not, however, an expression of the 
Publisher's opinion as to whether or not it is subject to proprietary 
rights. Indeed, no definition in this Dictionary is to be regarded as 
affecting the validity of any trademark. 

Copyright © 1995 by Houghton Mifflin Company All rights reserved. 

No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying 
and recording, or by any information storage or retrieval system 
without the prior written permission of Houghton Mifflin Company 
unless such copying is expressly permitted by federal copyright law. 
Address inquiries to Reference Permissions, Houghton Mifflin 
Company, 222 Berkeley Street, Boston MA 02116. 

Illustrations azimuthal equidistant projection and sinusoidal 
projection © 1986 by The American Congress on Surveying and 
Mapping. 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Webster's II new college dictionary, 
p. cm. 



ISBN 0-395-70869-9 (alk. paper) 

L English language - Dictionaries. L Webster's 11 new 
Riverside University dictionary 
PE1628.W55164 1995 
423 - dc20 
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Printed in the United States 



TheN)5 



10^ 



ratic and authority... 
-plication ot Marv^ 
of the leadership 
-Sta'Ua.izV 



3 P'^nt part such J' 
or elongated supt^ 

vK^a stUf, haughty ^ 
;n (a region) in puf,,., 

horse trained tocon- 
m of ahorse, usedfe: 
' true purpose : decov' 

- candidacy of another 

■ A compartment fori 
:ompartment. 3. a 
pew. 4. Chiefly Bm..\ 

■ A parking space tor', 

• A sudden loss in lie 
uption of airflow caiij. 
lircraft or airfoil. ~v 
(an animal) in a stji' 
ning. 3. To check the 
cidentally to stop run. 

-vL I, To live or b( 
-low. 3. To come to i 
anical failure. -Uid 
U of a loss in forwjrj 

nic orig.] A stratagem 
i, stall, ing, stalii 

•use ; DELAV. -vt. To 

ng, -feeds. To loiist 
)f fattening. 
estalon, of Geniunic 

ytalwonh < OE sfsf- 
th : ROBUST. 1 Reso- 

• and morally stronj 
■n or cause. — stal'* 

I'Dti'iia (sti'mi-nj, 
dlen-producing repro- 
ament and an antha. 
itamen <swrainate> 
thread.] The strength 
or hardship : endui- 

STAMEN. 

g to a stamen. 
Bot. U Having a sta- 
ils. 
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Stampede • stannic chloride 



^ a. A small piece oj paper that is sold by a government tor affixing to 
T; article to be mailed : postage stamp, b. A similar piece of paper 
.;jued for a specific purpose < trading stamps> 5. An tdentifyine or 



.ijiiea lu* opv,v»«, j^ui^jijct -v-ttdumg bLuiup^^ 3. An tdentitying or 
^uiacterizing mark or impression. 6. Characteristic nature or quality 
,-tani*pe<*e (stdm-ped') n. (Sp. estampida, uproar < Prov. < estam- 
in to stamp, of Germanic orig.] 1. A sudden headlong rush of startled 
•;jiifflals. 2. A sudden headlong rush of a crowd of people, 3. A precip- 
itous mass movement, —v. -pcd.ed, -ped>ing, -pedes. ~vt 1 
fo cause (animals) to move in a headlong rush. 2. To cause (a group of 
;^ple) to act on a single, common impulse, -vi". 1. To move in a 
headlong rush. 2. To act on a single, common impulse. — stam- 
ped'er a 

jtamping ground n. I. One's customary environment. 2, A favor- 
::e gathering place. 

jtampmilI /7. I. A machine that crushes ore. 2. A building in which 
,;e is crushed. 

stance (stans) n. [OFr. estance. position < Ital. stanza < VLat *stan- 
,j < Ut. sfrire. to stand.] 1. a. The attitude or position of a standing 
person or animal, b. The position assumed by an athlete directly pre- 
raratory to action. 2. An emotional or intellectual position 
itanch> also staunch [stonch, stanch] vt. stanched, stanch, 
ing, stanch-cs also staunched, staunch.ing, staunch* es 
ME stanchen < OFr. estanchier < VLat. ^stanticare < Lat stans 
pr.part. ot stare, to stand.] 1. To stop or check the flow of. 2. To check 
the flow of blood from (a wound). 3. To stop or prevent the progress of 
-stanch'er n. f o ■ 

stanch^ (stonch, stanch) adj, var. o/" staunch'. 
stan-chion (stan'chan, -shan) n. (ME stanchon < OFr. estanchon < 
v.mce prop, -see stance.] 1. An upright pole, post, or support 2 
One of the vertical posts used to secure cattle in a stall ~vt 
<hioned, -chion.ing, -chions. 1. To equip with stanchions. 2. 
To confine (cattle) in stanchions. 

stand (stand) v. stood (stood), stand.ing, stands. [ME standen < 
OE smdan.] - vi 1. a. To take or maintain an upright position on 
ihe feet. b. To be placed in or maintain an erect position, c. To grow 
«i a vertical direction. 2. To assume a standing position in a manner 
specified <5ffln^ straight> 3. To point or range in hunting. 4. To be 
i>jiul to a specified height when erect <stands five feet tall> 5 To 
remain valid, intact, or unchanged <The rule still stands on'the 
hooh.> 6. To have a specified position, expectation, or opportunity 
<stand to gain> 7. To be situated or placed. 8. To be in a specified 
dass or degree : rank <stood second m the class> 9. To remain in a 
itanonary position. 10. a. To remain without movement, flow or dis- 
rurbance. b. To stagnate 11. To take up or keep to an attitude, con- 

fubhc office. 13. To take or hold a particular course or direction on the 
r/n^Hf/Vr""^'"^ '° windward> -w. 1. To cause to stand : 
place upnght. 2. To encounter : meet <siand battle> 3. a. To resist : 
■fl hstand. b. To tolerate : endure <can't stand the tension> 4. To be 
>|ibiected to : undergo <5f ant/ trial> 5. Informal. To pick up the 
check for : treat <stand a friend to a drink> -stand for. To rep 
-escnt : symbolize -stand in. To act as a stand-in. -stand off. 
mtlZTTV "^''^ ^'T ^' ^^'^ «^ compliance or 
om Zl" . ^V^^ "^^ '^^^ "^'"'^'^ ^ <^o"rse away 

° t"!*^"** compliance, -stand up. 1. To 

Vff '"^ ^TT: "^^ P^°^^ satisfactory, or 

aW dac ' IX?^- ^"J"'' ^Pu"" appointment with someone 
C^Honn/ i""^ ^* ^" °f stzMing. 2. A halt. 3. 

r<wrb^XH T f ^- A stop on a performance 

'^ Zt r A ^" K °"'n"l«^' 5. The place where 

^stands. 6. A small booth or stall for goods for sale. 7. A space re- 
<-ed or taxis. 8. A desperate or decisive halt for defense or resis- 
«id, Th^V^'l """^ prepared to defend <take a stand> 10. 
li A r2l''f ' ^iT^'l ^if"^ ^^^^i"'"- A witness 

Ulun^' T^r'*" °^ °? ''^"^ ^^Pl«> -stand 

i<>nVs^rau^AV u^a""^ °' accomplishing, -stand 

^conlf.?. u -stand to reason. To 

«wnsistent with reason. - stand 'ern. 

WfJnJI^ ^^^^S'^'^-I^^') 01, relating to, or being a device 

^an-c1ril'M f \ ^ OH estandard. rallying place, of 
=l^rfrsta7e^iV ^''^ banner, or ensign, specif.: a. The ensign of a 

^ZtiZ l f °I corporation, c. The colors of a mounted 

'^qS^iJT ^' ^^ ''=*='P'''* "^^^"^e of comparison 

^ SiM r ^^>«« criterion, b. An object that un- 

«iC , A '*=P'^^"'^' O"* ^e-^o^ds the magnitude 

^ ha<i\i P™PO"»0" by weight of gold or silver to alloy metal 
^ as been set for use in coinage. 4. The commodity used as the 

u^n"""''"'^, u'^r.^- ^ Pf^'^'"^' Of b^^- 6. 5o£. a. 

^•^*Sw nn £ ° ^^'f ^ P^^ f^l^t^'l Pi^^t. b. One of 

■^*^^inde stem n^f? > '"u ^" ^ '^"^^ P*^* fi^o^ 
^mgie stem of limited height. - adi I. a. Serving as a standard 



^*>bL*'"°"' ucut ururge y young 

zh vision 3 about, item, edible, gallop, circus 



of measurement or value, b. Commonly used and accented as an ;,n 
thorny <a standard text in the field of economics> c. Of ave age but' 
acceptab e quality, d. Of normal or prescribed size or quant ty 2 Con 
forming to an established norm of educated usage in lanXee 
stan.dard-bear.er (stanM.rd-bar'.r) n. 1. One ha bShe col- 
ors of a military unit. 2. One in the forefront of a movement 
stan.dard.bred (st^n'd^rd-bred') n. One of an American breed of 
horses developed for harness racing. 'American oreea ot 

standard candle n. A candela. 

standard deviation n. Statistics. 1. The square root of the var- 
iance. 2. A statistic used as a measure of dispersion in a d is r button 
ttS [KLn.^ ''''"^''^ --^^^ of the d"r: 

^'^S'^*]* (stan'd^rd) n. The variety of English that is 
most widely accepted as the spoken and written iLguage of edu^t^^^^ 
?aHv'arren.T'^ '"^ informal contexts and is chaS^tlriz d by^n 
wh le adm ?r nl'''"''"''°"' ?^.T^^'^^' S^^^^^^^' vocabulary 
rocabulao'! differences, esp. in pronunciation and 

Tr^tjJ !]■ ^' V'^''^'^ '^"^^ inches wide. 2. 

A railroad or railroad car that meets standard gauge specification 
stan.dard.ize (stan'd^r-diz') vt. -ized, -izfini ![z.es T^ause 
StandrfofT'^- ^''^ V^'"^^^^- -^tan'dard.i.za't on n 

able bv afd avlnllf;®^ ^ ^^^^^ ^"^ ^^^'^^^ ^^^rd- 

ante Dy and available to a person or a country 

^^''fnHnw''^''^^'*^*''*® P''''''^''"''^ A" established procedure to 
be toliowed m a given situation. 

standard time n. The time in any of 24 time zones, usu the mean 
solar time at the central meridian of each zone ' 

stand-ee (stan-de') n. An occupant of standing room 

^iX Ind rl'''^''^? " ^«of during 

lights and camera adiustments. 2. A substitute 

^?andtl'!^om';'.^'??*."- ^^at stands, i 

b Hi.h i . ; '^'P'" *o achievement or reputation. 

4 Sngth ^f ^me" nf P'^r ^^"^^^"^ community > 
4. Length of time : duration, -adj. 1. Remaining upright : erect 2 

^fnln^ ^^^^^ "P"S^* P^^'^'O" <^f^"' 4 i^ps> 3? Per: 

nrARvl Mnt ff"''"^ ''"^.^'"^ Not movable : sta- 

tionary. 5. Not flowing or circulating : stagnant 

standing army n. A permanent army of paid soldiers, 
ar^a^ft'a IveTEme^'' '^''^ ^'""^ ^ ^P-^^- 

'^cf srfiiir " ^ p-^^— 

standmg wave n. A wave in which the amplitude of the resultant 
of a transmitted and a reflected wave is stationary in time and "r^ 

stand-off (stSnd'of, -of) n. A standoff insulator, 
stand-off (stand'of, -6f ') n. 1. A tie in a race or contest : draw 2 
A neutralizing or counterbalancing effect. 

^^"r i '"'"'^^^^ "s^d to support a conductor a 

specified distance from a surface ""ut^tor a 

H^' Unsociable : aloof, 

stand oil n. A drying oil, as linseed, tung, or soya, heated until thick- 
ened and used in oil enamel paints. > ^ untu tnick 
stand.out (stand'out') n. One that is outstanding 
Stand.pipe (stand'pipO n. A large vertical pipe inlo which water is 
pumped m order to produce a desired pressure 
stand.pomt (stand 'point') n. [Transl. of G. Standpunkt] A posi- 
tion from which things are considered or judged : point of view 
S»t. An.drew's cross (sant' an'drobz) n. [After the apostle St An- 

^ew WnHH ^ f 'V ^ '^'^'^ ^ ^ shrubby 

flower^ " ^scyrum hypericoides. with four-petaled yellow 

''a*!t';S> ^ ^""'^ P^°^^« ''""^ 

Stand-up Of stand-up (stand'up') adj. l. Erect : upright 2 Tak- 
sTagedwkLu? rn^r '""^^''^ designating a i^rformance 

med1an> P™PS' or assisring persons <a stanrfup co- 

^Iw/^/'^^'r?/;"^* f^^^^ (stan'fard-bi-naO n. [After Stanford 
University, California.] A revision of the Binet-Simon scale used in 
one form or another since 1916. 
stang (stAng) v. Obs. var. p.t. of sting 

H64). A light carnage having one seat and two or four wheels 
stank (stangk) v. var. p.t 0/ stink. 

stan-nic (stan'fk) a^i,. [Prob. < Fr. 5t^^nn/^uc < LLat. stannum, tin 
esp' witrv:ie7c:4"^"^ ^"'-^ '''' "^""^ ^^^^^--S tin, 
stannic chloride rj. A colorless caustic liquid, Na,SnCL-H,0 
made from tin treated with chlorine and used in making textiles sen- 
sitized papers, and perfumes. 



